
If the three hundred and thirteen cases, of which we possess no more de-
tailed knowledge than can be gathered from the annual summaries, had been
duly reported to the corresponding secretary, and if to them had been added
the cases of the twenty members who have neglected to make any return to
this society, we should have nearly twice as much material to compare and
analyze. The lessons deduced from this larger experience would be more valu-
able, and probably more trustworthy. If every member would overcome his
indifference or his indolence, and report each " view " promptly, thoroughly,
and methodically, it would be found to the advantage of the whole society,
quite as much as to that of the secretary, since no man who does thorough
and methodical work misses the satisfaction of finding that he has grown by
such work.
Of the relative expenses of the coroner and the medical examiner no

exact statement can be made at present,— the fees being paid by various of-
ficials, whose accounts have no connection one with another, and who report to
no common centre. For views, autopsies, traveling expenses, and a portion
of the burial expenses the county treasurer pays, while the expenses of in-
quests are paid in part by other officials connected with the courts. But those
who, in different counties, have made, independently of each other, attempts
to ascertain the cost entailed by the new system as compared with that of the
old agree in estimating that it is from a quarter to a third less under the new
than under the old.
In conclusion, the board wishes to acknowledge the very friendly and valu-

able assistance received from Dr. S. W. Abbott in making up this report. He
took the burden at a time when the corresponding secretary was overworked
and far from well.

-«--

THE NATIONAL DISPENSATORY.1
The Wood and Bache Dispensatory has held such prolonged sway in this

field that we might expect no competitor would appear without a very care-
ful preparation. So far as the pharmaceutical portion of the work is con-
cerned our expectations are realized. Professor Maisch, whose name is a suf-
ficient guarantee of accuracy, has in our opinion presented a very trustworthy
pharmaceutical manual, which affords valuable information not readily found
in any one book. In spite of his tersely expressed language, he seems to
have omitted little that is needed. The substances of the materia medica
(officinal and many unofficinal) are carefully described, and ought to be read-
ily recognized by the statement of their appearance. The officinal char-
acter of each substance is stated, and if any unofficinal drug is mentioned its
natural order and physical appearance is given in detail. The constituents or
elements of the drugs are also described, so far as they may be known in mod-
ern pharmacy or chemistry ; following this the preparations and their pro-
cesses of manufacture are detailed ; afterwards are mentioned the tests of
purity of a drug or of its chemical character ; next are given the preparations

1 The National Dispensatory. By Professor Alfred Still\l=e'\, M. D., and Professor
John M. Maisch, Ph. D. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea. 1879.
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in which it may be found ; finally, the physiological action, medical uses, and
the administration are related, and these latter especially claim our attention.
This portion of the book was in all probability edited by Professor Stille,

and is very much condensed. This may account somewhat for the dogmatic
style used by the author, but would hardly justify the omission of doses of
most of the preparations which have been so carefully described in the phar-
maceutical portion ; for in the article on arsenic, a dose (five minims) is
mentioned with no particular preparation in the context ; it is fair to assume
that our author refers to Fowler's solution (liquor arsenicalis), though another
solution (liquor arsenici chloridi) is mentioned on a previous page; again,
under the head of administration, the only preparation and dose is that of
arsenious acid. In the article on cannabis indica the dose of the solid ex-

tract only is given, though three officinal preparations have been previously
described. The dose of digitalis is stated in grains, which might refer either
to the powder or the solid extract ; the fluid extract, the infusion, and tinct-
ure of digitalis are all mentioned, but the dose of neither is stated ; the
dose of digitoxin is incidentally mentioned in the text, though digitalin has
been described as the active principle. We notice the same omissions in ref-
erence to belladonna and of many other officinal as well as unofficinal prep-
arations of the materia medica ; even in ipecacuanha, of which at least six
officinal preparations are given, a mention of the dose only of the powder and
infusion occur. Occasionally the doses are specified in the metric system.
We will not multiply the instances of this omission, which may have been in-
tentional : whether this supposition be true or not, it seems a serious defect in
a work of the scope which this professes to have.
He who reads the therapeutical portion of this book with the hope of see-

ing an epitome of our present knowledge may be discouraged at the rather
loose manner in which the effects of medicines which have been lately intro-
duced to the profession are described. The physiological action of salicin is
mentioned as if all its virtues were comprised in an acid, and the therapeutical
effects of the acid, salicylate of soda or of quinia, and salicin are not pre-
sented under the head of each of these medicinal agents, but we get rather a
confused idea of all. Our author says (page 72) salicin " when taken inter-
nally has the same effects as salicylic acid in preventing the fermentation of
urine in the bladder, because in the system it is converted into that acid ;

" and
(page 1215) of salix, " Its active principle, salicin, does not, like quinia, exert
any marked influence in preventing or retarding putrefaction or fermenta-
tion." These two statements are each mentioned under the head of physiolog-
ical action.
The medical uses of dialyzed iron are very curtly expressed ; after the pains-

taking way in which its pharmaceutical preparation is described, the reader
will hardly be satisfied with the information received from Professor Stillé's
evident prejudice against the medicinal agent. The same remark might be ap-
propriately made in connection with the article on pepsin. After a careful
reading of this portion of the Dispensatory, we can hardly refrain from expres-
sions of surprise that Professor Stille should allow his own personal experience
with medicinal agents to outweigh the patient researches of men whose whole
life has been devoted to the study of some especial drug. For instance, the
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therapeutical effects of digitalis are given almost entirely from the author's indi-
vidual experience, and from his writing we should be likely to assume the au-
thor had been endeavoring to see how much was wrong in the experiments and
observations of others, among whom we might name Traube and Fothergill,
rather than how many of their theories were proved to be right. The practical
application of his views would tend largely to a skeptical disbelief in the utility
of prescribing this drug in organic disease of the heart. While admitting that
digitalis produces a tonic action upon the cardiac muscular fibres, especially of
the left ventricle, he denies this tonic action upon the arterial tissue (page
504) : " That digitalis does not give a real increase of power to the heart is
shown, .... but beyond this it tends to obstruct the cardiac circulation, and,
by suddenly preventing the free passage of blood through the heart, to cause

syncope." We will not discuss this point more fully, but leave the general
reader to judge of the truth of our criticism. It would seem that a dispen-
satory possessed just the field for a discussion of the action of single or con-
tinued doses, the proper dose to produce certain effects of the given drug,
without inducing secondary or toxical actions. This has not been attempted
so far as our observation goes, in this book. The analytical index is very
conveniently arranged and full.

«•-

KLEIN AND SMITH'S ATLAS OF HISTOLOGY.1
The third and fourth parts of this admirable work deserve all the praise

which we gave to their predecessors. Indeed, the more we see of this work
the better we like it. The third part takes up fibrous connective tissue (the
corpuscles had been discussed in the second), and gives a good account of
the different forms. Then come fat cells and pigment cells. The authors
point out the resemblance of adipose to glandular tissue. " It is a tissue pos-
sessed of an afferent artery, one or more efferent venous branches, and a rich
net-work of capillary vessels supplying the elements of the tissue, namely, the
fat cells. The meshes of the net-work are relatively small, in some places em-
bracing only one, in others two or three elementary fat cells. These latter are
arranged, by means of connective tissue, in smaller or larger groups, lobules,
and these, again, are aggregated into lobes. As in other gland tissue, so also here,
each lobe and lobule have their respective branch of artery and vein (or veins)."
It is shown later that what at one stage is lymphatic tissue is liable, under
favorable circumstances, to be transformed into fat. This part contains also an
account of cartilage.
The fourth part is devoted to bone and to its development. The difficulties

that beset the latter branch of the subject are well known. We have wrestled
with a good many accounts of the phenomena of ossification and growth of bone,
and have generally suffered severely ; our ideas on the matter have, indeed,
been repeatedly dislocated. Now we will back any student who is properly
trained, patient, and industrious to being equal, in the language of Silas Wegg,
to " collaring and throwing" the adversary on.the spot. We are not familiar

1 Atlas ofHistology. By E. Klein, M. D., and E. Noble Smith, L. R. C. P., etc. Parts
III and IV. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. London : Smith, Elder & Co. 1879.
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